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THE “P.r.” letter bag. 

L lhe Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondent,^ 
DEAli Editor ,— I should be grateful if any mother can recommend a 
school for girls of fifteen, with the following qualifications Not in or near 
London or any Southern watering-place, and not of the nature of a high 
school: but a school where the discipline is strict, where there i s no 
cramming, and plenty of out-of-door exercise. Miss Blogg win kind , y 
forward any letters. ” Near Future.” 

Dear Editor,— It may interest some of your readers to hear of the 
amusement we extracted from Baden Powell’s Aids to Scouting. VVe 
spent the summer holidays on Leith Hill, and my three boys used to try 
shadowing people as closely as possible without being seen ; or pass the 
rest of their party unnoticed, and get home first and prepare an ambush in 
the garden, etc. The country was too rough for tracking, and 1 myself 
was rather poorly and not able to do much with the boys : but if carried out 
systematically — with note-books — I think this mode of adding zest to a 
walk for restless boys might conduce greatly to the development of their 
powers of observation. Yours faithfully> 

A Mother of Three. 


Dear Editor,— As our pupils get on in speaking French, and nature— 
chiefly botany with me— is one of our stock conversations, I find it very 
awkward not to know more French names for flowers. I look out if 
possible, all the French names in the dictionary, but some it is impossible 
to find, and others sound so strange as, " le becabunga = brook-lime ” or 
‘‘hepatique odorantes des bois = woodruff,” that surely the colloquial French 
is much simpler. I have tried to get a French botany book, but could never 

find a kTT , H ° W W ° Uld U be if the House of Education tried to 

We H r R renC t Catal0gUe ° f plants ’ 0r if a student who Studies in 

flowers wet' P ^ 5 ° gCt the pr ° per French names those English 

ZtZZT ^ “ ° Ur Nature Note-books, which\ill 

IPUmile Pianta bP ! f Clmenb ’ W f hlch we mi S ht have printed afterwards in 

would be a erear I 1 t C ° Urse ’ lC cannot be done at once, but I am sure it 

feel sure L ° T' S f ^ ' have a list '50 »an,es. buf do,,'. 

al-vay. tell the ,.„K ,, ", V'" C ' ' V ° uld reco £ nise Hie flowers by them, and 
} ten the girls that they are dictionary names 

Truly yours, 

O. Bertrand. 

be i " tcres,ed in ,he «•"*>« 

year. My number is 7.!''^ / l"’" co " ec,ed a great many flowers for this 
“CW to Hampshire th*\v/ year U Was 5 2 5 - We also found a flower 
. *he chaptered the** >4*** conica > ° f which we are very proud, 
interesting. I sent for a cra^'tuu fetches set for this term are very 

f f 5 W da y s ; we understood iverviht d ‘ ssected ic > after keeping it alive 
before us. W e are goinp- to i ’ ? S ° clearl y when we had the creature 

nt-xt chapter. ave an oyster to-morrow to examine for the 

'Truly yours, S. S. 


Edited by Miss Frances Blogg, Sec v , 

,, „ . . „ ” 26 > Gloria Street, S.W 

To whom all Hon. Local Sees. a?e requested t 

matters of interest connected with their b ° re ^ orts °J alL 

of any prospectuses or other papers als ° 30 co ? ies 

Kindly write on one side of the p a p e r only ^ N ' B -~ 

Ulncrcr is resieminer i . 


" ^ J paper only . 

Miss Blogg is resigning her Secretaryship of the P.N E U at ,h. a 
of the year. Her place will be taken by Miss 1 M tj . the end 

is going abroad for three or four months, and will he Uss t ' Mlss Blo gg 
|,e? return to Mr. Gilbert Chesterton. be " ,am " i after 


new branches. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with 
Branches in the following places: — 


a view to starting 


Barry (Glamorgan). 


Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 

Copenhagen. 


Cl\ui l ; i> . 




Bensham Manor Road. 








r.sq., Krignty, 


Dublin. 

Esher. 


Guildford.— Names may be sent pro tem. to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 

Huddersfield. 

Manchester. 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

i-RESTBURY. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Winchester. 

Windsor and Englefiei.d Green. 


Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


Belgravia. — T he next meeting will be held on December 3rd, at 3 - 3 °> 
it 4, Grosvenor Crescent (by kind invitation of Mrs. George Arbuthnot), 
when the Bishop of Stepney will give an address on “ Mothers and Boys. 
Members of other branches are cordially invited to attend, and no tickets 
ire necessary, but visitors will be asked to enter their names in a book on 
irrival. 

Bolton.— A lecture was given at the Grammar School, kindly lent y 
he Head-master, on Friday, November 2nd, by Miss Evans, on S- Francis 
>1 Assisi.” Unfortunately there was a thick fog and the audien he 

,e, y l ar ge in consequence, but those present very muc d . branch 
ecture and beautiful photographic slides. Mrs. M ia visi 
>n November 26th. 
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Brighton On December 6th, Miss Ida Farnell will address the 

branch’ on “Medieval Literature and its Educational Value,’* at 


St. Michael’s Hall, at 3 30. 


gave 


in, j 

Bkondesbttry AND Kilburn. On Nov. 13th Miss Annie Evans, LL.A. 
most interesting lecture on “ How to show children the National 

. r- r, f li a Kranrli ’Tl'i** loohirn.. 1 * j 


: IIILCI coimg ^ 

Gallery,” to about fifty members of the btanch. Ihe lecturer laid great 
stress on the importance of educating a child s taste by accustoming it 
from babyhood to the sight of good pictures on the nursery walls. She 
warned parents against fatiguing the eye and brain of elder children by 
dragging them through picture galleries to look at everything, but rather 
to show them a few pictures only, explaining their meaning and pointing 
out their beauties of form and colour. Her remarks were illustrated by 
lantern slides of important pictures in the National Gallery.— On Nov. 12th 
the same lady gave a short address to about 100 poor mothers of the 
district, on “ How to make home happy.” She illustrated her remarks by 
reference to the life of S. Francis d’Assisi, showing that cheerfulness is not 
incompatible with hard work and poverty. — The committee of the Natural 
History Club has been asked to arrange, if possible, for a series of lectures 
on Science during the winter months ; but the yearly subscriptions to the 
Natural History Club will not cover the expenses of such lectures, and 
tickets of admission to the course will have to be issued, price 2/6. The 
lectures proposed are: — Four on Geology by Prof. Lobley, F.G.S., F.R.G.S. 
(Author of Hampstead Hill), entitled “ Earth, Air, Fire, and Water ” ; 

“ The Entomology of Iceland,” by the Rev. Dr. Walker, F.E.S. ; “Demeter 
and her Children,” by Mrs. L. D. Wilson, LL.A. ; “ Levium Spectacula 
Rerum,” by C. W. Cunnington, Esq., M.R.C.S. ; “ Walks by the Seashore,” 
by Mrs. L. D. Wilson, LL.A. These lectures are for adults, and will be 
given in the evening, with the exception of the last, which will be given in 
the Christinas holidays to children, and will take place in the afternoon. 
Apply to the secretary, Mrs. Cunnington, 86, West End Lane, N.W. 
Cradock, Cape Colony. — On October 17th a meeting of the Cradock 
ranch of the I arents National Educational Union was held in the Supper 
Room. Archdeacon Llewellyn presided, and, after the confirmation of 
ie minutes, the Secretary read a letter from the Parent Association, 
expressing pleasure at the establishment of the local branch. Mrs. 
nc iman then read a thoughtful paper on “ Some Aspects of the Moral 
ning 0 n dren. An interesting discussion ensued in which Messrs. 

and AuSte "’ Mrs ' James and Mr. Butler took part, and Mrs. 
Henchman received hearty thanks for her paper 

f»mT^’' E ~ 0n J No,em !? r a lecture was given by Miss E. 

Vicarage am P stea > on “ 1 he Study of the Beautiful,” at St. Anne’s 

Saturday) ^November’ ud'' Mrs ' . Berr y ,Hart, 29, Charlotte Square. On 
things madp h ' at ^ our 0 c ^ oc k, collections of common 

shewed a erea^ dUr ' ng the hol >days, were exhibited. These 

botanical section, stx ^riz" ^ Cxhib5ts of last y ear > especially in the 
of dried leaves rnrtvwi eS WCre awart *ed : First, for large collection 
years), collection of seed ’ beCOnd ’ lichens ! Third (under eleven 

els and seeds. One prize was given for an 
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interesting geological collection, and several 
animals, another for sea shells— home and f prepared skulls of 
photographs of animals. Before the prizes were rZTl * third for 

(lecturer on Botany and Entomology at the Heriot Macdou S al 

the value and method of preparing collection* J vatt > olIe ge) explained 
interesting the children by his numerous illustraT 1 ™ 8 k ' ndS ’ greatl y 
The first lecture of the session was delivered hv n”?^ stories - 
Friday, November 23rd, at 27, Moray Place ." Webb - on 

Trayner.— On December 18th, the Rev Ham/u ii P ermiss ion of Mrs. 

A Boy’s Religion," „ y Hedol Ro" K read a W 
kind invitation ; hour — 4.30. ’ b ^ ^ rs - Greenfield’s 

HARROW— The winter session of this bram-L „„ . 

when Mile. Perin gave a lecture on “ Illustrated"^ °" ° C . t ,° ber 2 7tb ’ 
borough, Sheepcote Road, which was well attended and ’ ^ Bam ' 


The address throughout was very graphic Ind" ^ Uch appreciated - 
terminated, members purchased sets of the “ Illustrated ll ^ !? eebng 
M ,,e. **. is always glad dispose o, .ho“ i^ 
and which may be had on application to her, at 139 Eburv W ' 
On November 5 th, at Russettings, Pinner. Father DoLg lectured to T 
large audience on “Definite Religious Training from Parents to 
Children,” Rev. Edward Davis in the chair. Father Dolling said that 
it is well known that Irish, Spanish, and Italian mothers begin at once 
with definite religious training to their children, as soon, that is as they 
can be taught anything ; but that, with the parents of the middle classy 
this was not by any means the rule. He went on to say that lie thought 
there were two natural sacraments— Washing and Food : the one which 
speaks of cleansing, the other of nourishment. It you get these two facts 
into the child you give it all that it needs— you equip it. Father Dolling 
added that there was one thing in which England would do well to 
take a lesson from Germany, and that is that there is in every elementary 
school a bath for the children, and the fact that this is not the case 
in our country is a sign of her “ behindness.” The address was listened 
to with the closest attention and there was an animated discussion 
afterwards. 

Hastings and St. Leonards. — On Monday, October 29th, at Miss 
Tiddeman’s Studio, a general meeting was held. Miss Bishop, Principal 
of the Hastings and St. Leonards Ladies’ College, was elected Hon. Sec. 
to take the place of the present Secretary in March next, and the standing 
Committee was re-elected. The meeting was presided over by the Rev. 
F- G. Hughes, in the place of Mr. Andrew Murray, who was called from 
home. The business part being ended, a paper was read on Heart 
Culture,” by Mrs. Mirrlees, President of the Glasgow Branch. There will 
be no lecture in December. 

Hyde Park and Bayswater.— Hon. Sec., Mrs. franklin, 50, 
Horchester Terrace, Hyde Park. “At Home” Thursday Mornings.— 
0n Oct. 17th, Mrs. Robert Devonshire read a very beautiful paper entitled 
” Sisters,” at 49, Harley Street (by kind permission of Mrs. Hattie), r. 
Helen Webb in the chair. On Nov. 13th, Miss Carta Sturge lectured on 
“ p he value of Imagination,” at 12, Airlie Gardens (by kind permission 
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of Mrs Rickman, who presided). The lecturer was listened to with rapt 
attention by the audience, and a very good discussion followed in which 
stress was laid on the necessity for exercising and nourishing the power of 
rination The next lecture (a combined one for London Branches) will 
h held at 4 Grosvenor Crescent (by kind permission of Mrs. George 
Arbuthnot), when the Bishop of Stepney will lecture on “ Mothers and 
Bovs ” December 3rd, at 3.30. 

LEEDS —The annual meeting was held on October 24th, followed by a 
lecture by Miss Annie Evans, on “ S. Francis, the Man and the Saint.”— 
On November 27th, Dr. Lucy Buckley will read a paper on “ Some Nervous 
Manifestations of Childhood,” and on December 4th, Miss Powell will gi Ve 
an address on “ Discipline of Character at Home and at School.” 

LEWES.— On Nov. 7th, Mrs. Spencer Curwen gave her lecture which 
was postponed from last Session. Nearly 50 people were present, and a 
most interesting discussion was opened by the Rev. G. L. Blake, who 
kindly took the chair. Owing to their leaving the neighbourhood several 
old members have sent in their resignations, but nine new members have 
recently joined, and the outlook is most encouraging. 

Norwood and District. — On Nov. 7th, an interesting lecture was 
given by Dr. Laing Gordon, on Observation.” The following lectures 
have been arranged :— On Jan. 7th, by Mr. T. G. Rooper, on “ The Spirit 
of Order”; on Feb. 6th, by Mrs. Clement Parsons, on “A Child’s Intro- 
duction to Poetry” ; on March 5th, by the Rev. J. Rice Byrne, on “ Religious 
Education”; and on April 30th, by Dr. Shuttleworth, on “ Backward and 
Exceptional Children.” A discussion meeting has also been arranged for 
Dec. 4th, the subject being “ The power of Sympathy in the upbringing of 
Children.” 

Wakefield and District. — On Monday, November 5th, Mr. Peacock, 
head-master of the Wakefield Grammar School addressed the members of 
this branch, on “ Some Greek views upon the Training of the Young.” 
fhe evening was wet, and perhaps in consequence of that there were not 
so many listeners as the lecture deserved. Mr. Peacock gave the audience 
a very clear idea of the two different educations in Greece, Spartan and 
Athenian, and then described more fully the Athenian method of training 
t eir boys and young men. The lecture was followed by some very 
interesting remarks, and many left the room feeling that the lecture had 
given them new ideas and much to think over. 

Vjmbledon. On Ihursday, November 8th, a meeting was held at Hill 
ouse y ind permission of Mrs. David Schloss). Miss Annie Evans 
beantff ° n ** ranc * s °f Assisi,” illustrated by lime-light from her 

H Swhh C °K 6C i! 10n f photo S ra P hs tak en in and about Assisi. The Rev. 
SoriTSSS 1 1 / Chair ’ 3nd at the close of lecture, in a few 

the afternoon b a ^ ^ ' ecturer an d the hostess for the pleasure that 
November aoth* aftr" ^ tlie mem hers. — The next meeting was held on 
Paper on “Words that^have ° ate ’ , when G ‘ L ' Apperson, Esq., read a 

I-aiy Br.n.s.on’fhas rLXd its T '' e ^ “ 



AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Prancis F. Steinthal. 

Ny dear Children, I must wish you a. very very happy 
New Year. If you are good and unselfish and amiable 
you are sure to be happy. So you can decide to-morrow 
morning when you wake up in bed whether you are going to 
be miserable or the reverse. Father and mother have just 
given you delightful presents — just the very ones you longed 
for — but they cannot give you smiles and happiness unless 
you also give them a present. You must give them unselfish 
acts and pleasant words, and truthfulness in both acts and 
words. 

Then you are building up a character. You know that, 
after all, character is the one thing that is most important in 
life. It does not matter how clever you are, or how well you 
can play the piano or violin, or how beautifully you can 
draw and paint, if you are not known to be truthful or 
honest, or a nice, good-tempered boy or girl, your friends 
will not care for you. And, believe me, when you are grown 
u p, the one thing you will care for will be to have old nenc s 
and to be loved. Of course, it is hard work to make t is 
character, but the English are not afraid of hard work. 

Are you not proud to read in the newspapers ow a 
shot at one of our soldiers when he was lying wounc e 



